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LAND UNIT DESCRIPTIONS

HIGH LEVEL PLATEAU

1a - Flat to gently sloping with marginal rocky slopes up to 10%; Generally
shallow Cockatoo & Lateritic Podzolics with frequent outcrop of laterite or
sandstone; Open Eucalypt forest, frequently dense understory shrubs & Spinifex/
annual Sorghum.

RUGGED TERRAIN

2a - Rugged terrain with slopes in general greater than 40%; boulder strewn
slopes & rocky crests; Very shallow or skeletal soils with outcrop; Very
variable vegetation, generally Eucalypls & Lancewood with Spinifex & annual
Sorghum.

2b - As for 2a but slopes 15-40%.

2¢ - Hilly terrain with slopes 5-15%, rocky & boulder strewn; Soils generally
shallow or skeletal; vegetation as for 2a.

2d - Massive limestone ridges with frequent rocky sinks; Very poorly developed
Red Earths; large areas of bare rock surface; Mainly deciduous non-Eucalypt
Low Woodland & scrub.

FLAT TO GENTLY UNDULATING TERRAIN

2e - Gently undulataing crests and upper slopes up to 5%; Soils either very
shallow & gravelly, or sandy with frequent exposures of sandstone or laterite;
Frequently dense low woodland or tall shrubland on shallow gravelly soils, &
open forest on rocky sandy soils.

2f - Low hills & slopes 3-10%, rocky & boulder strewn; Soils generally
lithosols, with small areas of dark Cracking Clays; Low Terminalia Open
Woodland.

3a - Very gentle slopes less than 2% or undulating & dissected terrain; severe
Limestone & Sandstone pavement or outcrop; Small pockets of very shallow Tippera
Red Earths, some Elliott Loamy Yellow Earths (Florina); Low open Woodland to
mid-high woodland.

3b - Very gentle slopes, less than 2%; rock outcrop less severe than for 3a or
terrain more gentle & less dissected; Shallow Tippera Loamy Red Earhs; some
Elliot Loamy Yellow Earths (Florina); larger areas of Tippera soils between
rock outcrop than for 3a; Low open woodland to mid-high woodland.

3¢ - Flat to gently sloping (less than 2%) with scattered limestone pavement
or outcrop; Loamy Red Earths, deep with minar outcrop, or shallow with small
amounts of surface stone & gravel; Low woodland to mid-high open woodland.

3d - Flat to gently sloping (less than 2%) with indistinct drainage floors;

Deep Tippera Loamy Red Earths (all series except Tindall & Qolloo) with small
inclusions of Elliott Loamy Yellow Earths (Florina); Low open woodland to mid-
high open woodland.

3d2 - Lower slopes & drainage floors, undulating with short & variable slopes;
associated with gently undulating rises (slopes less than 2%); Tippera Loamy
Red Earths, often shallow; Tall open woodland.

3e - Undulating terrain with slopes up to 5%, generally at distinct breaks of
slope, oheads of drainage systems, bare areas & gullies; Tippera Loamy Red
Earth, usually shallow & eroded; Low isolated trees to low open woodland; many
dead trees.

3e1 - Undulating terrain with slopes to 5%, generally on interfluves or stike
slopes; Tippera Loamy Red Earths; minor Elliott Loamy Yellow Eaths; with stony
topsoils; Low open woodland.

3f - Almost flat (less than 1%); generally associated with 3d; Elliot Loamy
Yellow Earths (King & Flemming); usually deep with slight internal drainage
impedance & gravel at depth; Low open Woodland to mid-high woodland.

4a1 - Long gentle slopes to 2%, & broad drainage floors; scattered rock out-

crop or pavement of Oolloo limestone; Usually Tippera Loamy Red Earths with
firm surface horizons of sandy loam to sandy clay loam (Ooloo); Occasional

Blain Sandy Red Earths (Ruby); Low open woodland to mid-high Woodland

4a2 - Long gentle slopes to 2%, occasional sandstone or limestone outcrop (less
than 2%); Blain Sandy Red earths with soft surface horizons of sand to sandy
Loam; minor Tippera Loamy Red Earths (Oolloo); Low open woodland to tall open
woodland.

4b1 - Broad drainage floors up to 1 km wide & with longitudinal slopes to 2%;
occasional sandstone outcrop; Predominantly Blain Sandy Red Earths (Ruby) with
firm surface horizons of sandy loam; some Tippera deep Loamy Red Earths (Olloo);
Tall open woodland to tall woodland.

4h2 -Lower slopes & floors in gently undulating terrain, slopes to 3%;

occasional sandstone/limestone outcrop; Blain Sandy Red Earths with soft surface
horizons of Sand to Loamy sand; some Cockatoo Earty Sands; Mid-high open
Woodland.

4b3 - Lower slopes & floors in gently undulating terrain; slopes to 3%; moderate
limestone/sandstone outcrop; Blain Sandy Red Earths with soft surface horizons
of sand to loamy sand, some Cockatoo Earthy Sands; Mid-high Open Woodland to
tall Open Woodland.

4¢ - Gently undulating terrain often adjoining or at least close to river
backplains, slopes up to 3%; often slight limestone outcrop at breaks of slope;
Blain Sandy Red Earths (Venn); Mid-high open Woodland to tall open woodland.

4¢1 - Gently undulating terrain adjoining river back-plains or old river
channels, slopes to 5%; some ferruginous outcrops at breaks of slope; Blain
Sandy REd Earths (Venn); Mid-high open woodland.

4d - Upper & middle slopes in undulating terrain; slopes to 5%, occasionally to
8%; mainly Deep Cockatoo Earthy Sands, sometimes Blain Sandy Red Earths &
Cyperus Siliceous Sands; often occurs in association with Claravale Earthy
Sands; Mid-high open woodland to tall open woodland.

4d1 - Lower slopes & floors generally associated with areas of strong relief;
Cypress Siliceous Sands; some Cockatoo & Claravale Earthy Sands; Mid-high open
woodland to tall open woodland.

5a - Mainly crests & upper slopes up to 4%; frequent outcrops on crests
(quartzite or laterite); Claravale & Cockatoo Earthy Sands; some Cypress
Siliceous Sands; Mid-high open woodladn to tall open woodland.

5b - Crests & upper slopes, sometimes containing minor drainage lines,
frequent laterite outcrop; Shallow Claravale Earthy Sands; Mid-high open
Woodland.

bc - Either valley floors or low lying seepage areas in sandy country;
frequently abutt drainage lines on backplains; Stray Siliceous Sands, Gorge
Coarse Levee Earthy Sands (Umbrawarra) & Yellow Grey Earths (Douglas); Tall
isolated trees.

5d - Undulating terrain; slopes generally less than 3%; soils rather variable
but typically Jindabeth Sandy Yellow Earths (Jindare) & Elliott Loamy Yellow
Earths (Florina)

5e - Flat to gently sloping plains (less than 1%); Elliot Loamy Earths
(Florina) usually gravelly; Low open woodland to mid-high open woodland.

5e1 - Gently undulating with slopes less than 3%; Elliott Loamy Yellow Earths
(Florina) usually gravelly; Low open woodland to mid-high open woodland.

511 - Undulating terrain; slopes less than 4%; intense drainage pattern;
variable, shallow Elliot Loamy Yellow Earths (Florina); some Jindabeth Sandy
Yellow Earths; Very variable tall sparse shubland to tall open shrubland.

5f2 - Lower slopes & drainage floors & swamps; Variable shallow Elliott Loamy
Yellow Earths (Florina); some Jindabeth Sandy Yellow Earths; Tall open shrub-
land to tall shrubland.

5g - Undulating terrain; slopes to 4%; frequent unchanneled drainage floors;
Elliot Loamy Yellow Earths (Florina); Low open woodland to mid-high open
woodland.

6a - Undulating terrain; slopes up to 5%, rarely to 10%; surface stone; Banyan
& Cununurra Grey & Brown Clays; Mid-high open grassland to tall grassland.

6b - Small internal drainage depressions; almost flat; often at the base of
massive limestone ridges; moderate to severe limestone outcrop or pavement;
Mid-high open grassland to mid-high grassland.

6¢c - Almost flat plains with endoreic drainage; and lower slopes abutting
drainage lines; Banyan & Cununurra Grey Brown Clays; Tall open shrubland to low
open woodland.

TRIBUTARY CREEKS, DRAINAGE FLOORS & BACK PLAINS

7al1 - Major river backplains or tributary drainage flats;
Banyan with some Cununurra & Coolibah Gray & Brown Clays; Mid-high open
woodland.

7a2 - Slightly eleveated areas of major river backplains, & drainage floors in
the lower reaches of some tributary creeks; Coolibah with some Banyan Grey &
Brown Clays; Mid-high open woodland.

7b - Drainage lines with transverse slopes to 1%; may be channelled; channels
are small & well defined; occasional small high-level plains; Grey Earths &
Elliott Loamy Yellow Earths (Florina) with minor Solodics; generally shallow
with a well developed hard pan; Mid-high open woodland.

7¢ - lll-defined depositional drainage lines; rare channels, intermittent &
ill-defined; Immature & unstable sandy alluvium with small areas of Elliott

Loamy Yellow Earths (Florina) & Grey Earths (Douglas); Low open woodland to mid-
high open woodland.

7d - Broad drainage flats or seasonally ponded areas with very slight slopes;
rarely channelled; Tippera Loamy Red Earths with alluvial & colluvial

surface horizons; Mid-high open Woodland to tall open woodland.

7d1 - Broad drainage flats or temporarily ponded areas with very slight slopes;
rarely channelled; Elliott Loamy Yellow Earths (Flemming) with alluvial &

colluvial surface horizans; Mid-high open Woodland.

7e - Major creek & severely gullied tributaries; contain permanent & ephemeral
water supplies.

MAJOR RIVER ALLUVIALS

8a - Younger river levees with back slopes to 6% where the levee is narrow;

2-3% where wider; rarely 200m wide; Gorge Coarse Levee Earthy Sands (Manbulloo)
& daly Fine Sandy Levee Earths (Daly); Mid-high open Woodland to tall open
Woodland.

8b - Younger river levees with backslopes rarely in excess of 2%; up to 1 km
wide; Daly Fine Sandy Levee Red Earths (Katherine) & Edith Fine Loamy Levee Red
Earths (Edith); Mid-high open Woodland to tall open Woodland.

8¢ - Low lying areas behind levees, or minor drainage floors within younger
levees; slopes generally very slight; Edith Fine Loamy Levee Red Earths

(Belbowie & Edith); Mid-high open Woodland.

8e - Severly eroded areas associated with the major river alluvials; usually
deep & active gully systems.

River

Tindal Airbase.

No land unit mapping available
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